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REQUIREMENTS FOR FILMING  WITH A 
CAMERA DRONE (UAS) 

Drone packet is due by 12PM (noon) of the 
jurisdictional permit application deadline date for the 

LA containing drone activity.
Incomplete Documentation will not be accepted, and the drone activity will be removed from the 
permit. 

This includes: 
1. Drone Questionnaire

2. Pilot’s License and Knowledge Test.

3. Commercial Drone Registration

4. Written Plan of Activity (POA) with maps

5. Applicable Airspace Authorizations as needed. Review your drone app/GIS 
service to ensure proper authorization is obtained.

6. A $2M aviation certificate and endorsement page naming FilmLA and its 
entities are required by the drone carrier

7. A $2M aviation certificate and endorsement page naming the jurisdiction in 
which the activity will be conducted (if drone activity is conducted in the City 
of LA this must be uploaded by the broker to Kwikcomply.org)

8. A City of Los Angeles Hold Harmless is required for both the production 
company and drone company if activity is conducted in the City of Los 
Angeles Hold Harmless Link

For fastest processing of drone paperwork, the items listed above should be sent in a single PDF to your 
FilmLA coordinator in the following order: Questionnaire, POA, FAA Airspace (when required),  

Pilot’s License, Airman’s Knowledge Test (when required),  
Registration Certificate(s) and Insurance Documentation 

https://kwikcomply.org/Home/Lookup
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  Drone Questionnaire 

1) Produc�on company must fill out a Drone Ques�onnaire form: Questionnaire Link

Notes: 

• Times on the ques�onnaire must match the �mes listed on the permit.
• Any airspace class other than G requires an FAA Authoriza�on atached with �mes corresponding to the LA.
• All sec�ons of the ques�onnaire must be completed before it can be properly reviewed.

REV 07/24/2024 

https://filmla.com/wp-content/uploads/2019/03/DRONE-QUESTIONNAIRE-10.30.23.pdf
https://filmla.com/wp-content/uploads/2019/03/DRONE-QUESTIONNAIRE-12.11.23.pdf
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Pilot's License and Knowledge Test 

Requirements for obtaining a pilot’s license and commercial registration 
for a drone can be obtained at 31TUhttps://faadronezone.faa.gov/ U31T 

2) The drone pilot must be commercially licensed to fly a drone in the United States.

a) The FAA began issuing Airman Certificates in late 2016 under the new 14 CFR Part 107 regulations.
While these certificates do not expire, certificate holders are required to take and pass the Knowledge
Test every 24 months.

b) Operators should check the “issued date” on their certificates to ensure compliance with FAA
requirements. As a reminder, proof of an updated Knowledge Test is required when adding UAS/drone
activity to permit applications.

c) Foreign pilot’s licenses are not acceptable for commercial drone flight

https://faadronezone.faa.gov/
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HOBBYIST REGISTRATION – NOT VALID FOR COMMERICAL DRONE USE – Note the white background and lack of Serial

Number 

COMMERICAL DRONE REGISTRATION – Note the blue background and Aircraft Serial Number

YES

NO

Drone Registration 

3. Each drone used MUST be registered commercially with the FAA.

a. Your drone registration certificate will contain both a Serial number and a registration
number. Typically, the commercial registration is a blue card, while a hobbyist registration is a
white card. Hobbyist Registrations are NOT valid for commercial use for filming.

b. Drones UNDER 55 pounds can register via a standard cer�ficate.

c. Drones OVER 55 pounds must obtain a paper N-Number registra�on card.
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Plan of Activity - POA 

4. A plan of activity – this should include BOTH a written description of the planned flight
as well as a screenshot of a map indicating flight area

SAMPLE POA TEXT SHOULD INCLUDE THE FOLLOWING FIELDS: 
Date: 
Between the Hours of: 
Company Name: 
Pilot: 
Pilot Certification: 
Camera Operator: 
Visual Observer: 
Drone make/model: 
Drone registration number(s): 
Drone action:  
Location(s): 
Latitude/Longitude: 

Permission is pending by FilmLA in order to use drones for aerial filming. Flying [DRONE MODEL] while remaining 
500 feet away from any structures and 500 feet from non-participating persons  

SAMPLE POA MAP
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Applicable Waivers/Fees and FAA Authorizations 

5. Other Documentation/Fees that may be required:

a. Any applicable waivers (Flying multiple drones or flying over non-participants):
Your coordinator will inform you if additional waivers are required. You can check this 
information by entering your filming address here: Airhub Portal 

b. Flying at night: The FAA recently changed the rules regarding night flight. Pilots in possession 
of a license issued on or after April 21, 2021, OR a knowledge test showing a date of 
completion on or after April 21, 2021 are allowed to operate outside of daylight hours. UAS 
must have lighted anti-collision lighting visible for at least three (3) statute miles that has a 
flash rate sufficient to avoid a collision.

c. Airspace Authorization: In certain areas, the pilot may be required to provide proof of FAA 
airspace authorization. Screenshots from an approved LAANC app or other FAA website 
containing a verification number will suffice. (See page 8 for examples)

d. POTENTIAL EXTRA COSTS: While there is no additional fee added to your permit specifically 
for the use of a drone, certain activities may require additional personnel:

1. Tracking shots/flying over sidewalks or public areas:
In the city of Los Angeles, if you are filming tracking shots following cars in the street or 
over sidewalks, you must hire two off-duty LAPD officers to perform intermittent traffic 
control or pedestrian control to maintain a safe flight area. You must book officers 
directly as FilmLA does not facilitate the hiring of LAPD officers for filming.

2. In the city of Los Angeles, a Fire Safety Officer is assigned to shoots involving drones on a 
case-by-case basis. UFSOs have a four-hour minimum + 1 hour travel time charge. Ask 
your coordinator about these fees. Our office will facilitate the hiring of UFSO and collect 
associated Fees.

3. Other jurisdictions (LA County, Culver City, Santa Monica, etc.) may assign personnel on 
a case-by-case basis. Your coordinator can inform you of potential extra fees.

https://portal.airspacelink.com/discover/advisories?loc=34.70767%2C-118.22243%2C15z
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Sample FAA Authorization Screenshots: 
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Insurance Documentation 

• A $2M avia�on cer�ficate and endorsement (Sample Cert Link) page naming FilmLA and its
en��es is required by the drone carrier.    NO BLANKET ENDORSEMENTS ACCEPTED.
Please ensure your broker has ordered the proper endorsement, FilmLA cannot release the
permit without A $2M avia�on cer�ficate and endorsement page naming the jurisdic�on in
which the ac�vity will be conducted.

• If drone ac�vity is conducted in the City of LA the drone policy informa�on must be entered by
the broker into the City of Los Angeles’ Risk Management system  KWIKCOMPLY.ORG

 Certificate of Insurance      Additional Insured Endorsement 

https://www.filmla.com/wp-content/uploads/2019/07/DRONE-SAMPLE-2019-COI-Film-LA-004.pdf
https://kwikcomply.org/Home/Lookup?__RequestVerificationToken=j8wnyUE4NIgPDH7QPq_wwpOnglNkMn_HAibVyfgLIXcvXh9rt85dMBVycgoDG5e9MoFmL7-xXswjyFHn2SAqgg7M4gACrZewyVpau3Gi5VE1&name=Jenny+Yoo&number=&contactnumber=&othername=
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Hold Harmless Form 

• A City of Los Angeles Hold Harmless (Hold Harmless Link) is required for both the produc�on company
and drone company/operator if ac�vity is conducted in the City of Los Angeles

Drone Documentation must be uploaded to MyFilmLA FilmL.A.BY NOON one (3) business days prior to the first date of filming.  Incomplete 
Documentation will no longer be accepted, and the drone activity will be removed from the permit.  

https://www.filmla.com/wp-content/uploads/2018/09/CITY-OF-LA-Hold-Harmless-Drones.pdf


10 
REV 07/24/2024 

ADDING A DRONE TO HIGH IMPACT ACTIVITIES 
1. In the activities section, check the box for Aerial Activities. Choose Drone from the dropdown menu.
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2. Add your flight dates and times. Start and end dates/times must be entered in separate boxes. After you’ve finished
adding your schedule, you must click the blue ADD button beneath the dates. You will see the drone activity drop into
the high-impact activities box at the bottom off the screen. To add additional dates, repeat this entire step.

3. Now you can continue processing the rest of your location!
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