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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

LA Filming Sees Strong Start as FilmLA Reports Record First Quarter 

LOS ANGELES – April 19, 2022 – FilmLA, partner film office for the City and County of 
Los Angeles and other local jurisdictions – today issued an update regarding regional 
filming activity. 

On-location film production in Greater Los Angeles saw a strong start this year, setting a 
new first quarter record with 9,832 Shoot Days (SD)*. The last time FilmLA reported 
such high filming levels from January through March was in 2016, with 9,725 SD.  

“The potential for another COVID-related cutback had us eyeing the first quarter with 
concern,” recalled FilmLA President Paul Audley. “But with strong protective protocols in 
place, the industry was in a good position to weather the post-holiday Omicron surge.” 

Though the pace of production slowed somewhat compared to the fourth quarter of 
2021, industry output was much higher in early 2022 than it was in the prior year, when 
the spread of the Delta variant led to a voluntary filming hiatus that slowed production to 
just 7,011 SD. Filming activity in the first quarter of 2022 increased by 40.2 percent over 
the same period in 2021.  

Driving the increase, once again, is the Television category (up 18.7 percent over the 
same period last year to 4,470 SD), especially the TV Drama and TV Reality categories. 

Episodic dramas were down -12.3 percent year-over-year compared to 2021 (1,279 vs. 
1,459 SD) but still 8.6 percent above the five-year category average**. TV Drama series 
that filmed locally include American Horror Stories (FX), Little America (Apple TV+), 
Perry Mason (HBO), Promised Land (ABC/Hulu), S.W.A.T. (CBS), and The Flight 
Attendant (HBO Max).  

The California Film & Television Tax Credit program, overseen by the California Film 
Commission, is a significant driver of local TV Drama activity. Episodic TV Dramas 
participating in this program generated 499 SD for the quarter -- representing 39 
percent of all activity in the category.  
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Growth continues in the TV Reality category, with a 71.7 percent quarterly increase 
(2,600 vs. 1,514 SD) and 139 percent gain over the five-year category average. TV 
Reality projects that filmed locally include Basketball Wives, Celebrity IOU, Family or 
Fiancé and People Magazine Investigates. 
 
TV Comedy production increased by 8.4 percent (259 vs. 239 SD) compared to the 
same period last year, but the category lags its five-year average by -45.5 percent. 
Series in this category included Hacks (HBO Max), Home Economics (ABC), Made for 
Love (HBO Max), and Rutherford Falls (Peacock). 
 
The TV Pilot category witnessed a steeper decline of -38.1 percent (60 vs. 97 SD), and 
an even greater loss of -68.9 percent compared to the five-year average. Because LA 
remains a destination of choice for television producers, analysts believe the decrease 
is due to changes in the way straight-to-series television projects are permitted.   
 
Although generally less beneficial from a job creation standpoint, FilmLA’s “Other” 
production category – which primarily consists of still photography shoots and student 
films, but also includes music & industrial videos, documentaries, and miscellaneous 
categories of production – posted a 115.1 percent gain year over year (3,608 vs. 1,677 
SD), and a 17.7 percent increase over the five-year average. 
 
Filming of television and internet Commercials finished up 16.8 percent over the first 
quarter of 2021 (1,160 vs 993 SD), but down -17.4 percent versus the five-year 
average. Companies and services such as Apartments.com, AT&T and Beats shot 
spots locally last quarter. 
 
Despite a slight uptick in Feature Film production compared to last year (594 vs. 575 
SDs), the sector remains -25.2 percent below its five-year category average. Locally 
filmed projects include Home Delivery, Love Me to Death, Rooming with Danger, and 
Netflix’s Me Time.  Projects connected to the California Film & Television Tax Credit 
Program generated 26 SD for the quarter, or 4.4 percent of all project activity.   
 
 
About FilmLA 
 
FilmLA is a not-for-profit organization and the official film office of the City and County 
of Los Angeles, among an ever-increasing roster of local municipalities. Through 
expedited permit processing, comprehensive community relations, film policy analysis 
and other services, FilmLA works to streamline and enhance the on-location 
filmmaking process for communities and content creators, to ensure the Greater Los 
Angeles economy continues to thrive. Learn more about FilmLA at www.filmla.com. 
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Notes on This Report 
 
* On-location production figures are based on days of permitted production within the 
jurisdictions served by FilmLA. One “Shoot Day” (or “SD”) is defined as one crew’s 
permission to film at one or more defined locations during all or part of any given 24-
hour period. This measure determines how many days of work film crews perform 
during a given time period. FilmLA data does not include production that occurs on 
certified sound stages or on-location in jurisdictions not served by FilmLA. 
 
** FilmLA’s reported five-year average excludes 2020, which due to the significant 
impact of COVID-19 on production that year, should not be factored into historical 
comparisons. 
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* On-location production figures are based on days of permitted production within 
the jurisdictions served by FilmLA. One “Shoot Day” (or “SD”) is defined as one crew’s 
permission to film at one or more defined locations during all or part of any given 24 hour 
period. This measure determines how many days of work film crews perform during a 
given time period. FilmLA data does not include production that occurs on certified sound 
stages or on-location in jurisdictions not served by FilmLA.

499 incentivized Q1 shoot days
11.2% of Television category

26 incentivized Q1 shoot days
4.4% of Feature Film category

* NOTE: Five year averages exclude year 2020 when production was suspended in Los Angeles County between mid-March through mid-June 2020 due to COVID-19

Vs. Q1 2021: +3.3% Vs. Q1 2021: +16.8%

Vs. Q1 2021: +18.7% Vs. Q1 2021: +115.1%
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Calendar Years 2021 – 2022, First Quarter
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Vs. 5 Year Average*: +8.6% Vs. 5 Year Average*: -45.5%

Vs. 5 Year Average*: +139.0% Vs. 5 Year Average*: -68.9%
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499 incentivized Q1 shoot days
39.0%  of TV Drama category

0 incentivized Q1 shoot days
0.0% of TV Comedy category

* NOTE: Five year averages exclude year 2020 when production was suspended in Los Angeles County between mid-March through mid-June 2020 due to COVID-19

Vs. Q1 2021: -12.3% Vs. Q1 2021: +8.4%

Vs. Q1 2021: +71.7% Vs. Q1 2021: -38.1%
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About FilmLA
FilmLA is a private, not-for-profit community benefit organization and 
the official film office of the City and County of Los Angeles, among 
an ever-increasing roster of local municipalities. Providing streamlined 
permit processing, comprehensive community relations, marketing 
services, film policy analysis and more to these jurisdictions, FilmLA 
works to attract and retain film production in Greater Los Angeles. 
Learn more about us at FilmLA.com
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Q1
Vs. 5 Year Average*: +9.7%
Vs. Q1 2021: +40.2%
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